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Outline

• Why are problems more global than they 
used to be?

• Why do we organise for globalisation?
• How do we organise for globalisation?
• How should the science and technology 

sector respond?









The new Vectors

• There are now so many of us, there are no 
significant isolated neighbourhoods.

• We’re now 6.5 X e9 beings on a “not so 
large” petri dish.

• And we’re growing at an alarming rate.
• We’re also living longer generally.
• We are very sociable.



The new Vectors

• We are very mobile.  
• So much so that an any point in the day, 

half of all the world’s aircraft – cargo, 
commercial and military – are on their way 
to somewhere else carry human’s and any 
number of other vectors and infective 
agents.



The new Vectors

• IT connects us instantly. (Mostly!)
• Technological advances and broadband 

and perhaps in particular cell phone 
access has made the world a much 
smaller place.

• Data flies across the world at warp speed.
• The need for data verification and 

conversion to actual information does not 
deter dramatic responses.



The investments:
1. Multilateralism

• The UN Summits.
• The UN Conventions.
• The UN Commissions.
• The UN System and the power blocks.







The investments:
1. Multilateralism

• The World Trade Organisation.
• The non-block Groups – G8, G8+5, G20 

etc.
• The Donor club.
• The International Finance Institutions, in 

particular, the DFIs.



The investments:
2. The global civil society 

movements
• Reactions to the inter-governmentals.
• Have been around since the beginnings of 

the UN system, but really took flight inter-
organsationally in Rio in the 1992 UN 
Summit on Environment and 
Development. 

• Much more robust in the WTO and G8 
contexts







The global civil society 
movements

• The anti-globalisation movement must be 
one of the more successful global 
endeavours in history.

• The convergence into the World Social 
Forum is great strategy.

• The environmental lobby is also a 
laureate.



The Research, Science and 
Technology Response

Global science solutions have the benefits 
of:

• Critical mass development.
• Multi-disciplinary and diverse teams.
• Access to the global laboratory.
• Opportunity to develop solutions for local 

and regional and global conditions.



The RST sector should

• Support the multilateral platforms like the 
MDGs and regional platforms like NEPAD.

• Invest more intensely in collaborative 
efforts.

• Rally around global big science projects 
where they fit into national and regional 
agendas.



Bilateral
Collaboration

Poly-lateral
Collaboration

Global
collaboration



Thank You


